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Tke  tme  conservationist  is  not  a zealot  who  would  travel  up  and  down  the 
land  lockin-'?  up  the  treasures  of  ITatiire  against  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
public.  In  fact,  he  is  qu.ite  the  opoosite.  He  ‘‘oelieves  as  much  as  anyone  in 
malting  our  natural  resources  available  for  the  perraanont  welfare  and  highest 
development  of  our  country. 

Ever  since  the  establishnnent  of  the  United  States  Forest  Service  more  than 
a quarter  century  ago,  on.r  practical,  working:  definition  of  conservation  has  been 
this:  "Conservation  is  wise  use." 

In  practicing  wise  use,  we  thiif.c  of  continuance,  of  permanence,  of  main- 
tenance of  the  basic  resource.  Uc  mean  that  wc  should  use  our  resources,  but  not 
use  them  up.  Conservation  provides  for  todajp  but  in  uroviding,  it  remembers  the 
tomorrows. 


Although  it  is  often  obscured  during;  period.s  of  colorful  but  reckless 
expansion,  there  is  a strong  threadL  of  thrift  running;  through  the  fabric  of 
American  character.  We  don't  ],ike  wo,ste.  We  have  bee:.!  spending  our  forest 
resources  like  the  prodigal  son,  but  we  can  see  our  mistakes.  We  CvUn  realize  that 
waste  masses  v/ant.  We  can  realize  that  if  we  cr.t  nxthlessly,  clear  land  carelessly, 
or  let  flood  and  fire  do  their  worst,  our  children  will  not  'have  adequate  forests, 
and  within  our  own  lifetime  much  of  the  richest  country  on  earth  v;ill  become 
wasted  and  worthless  for  sustaining  a strong  and.  independent  people. 

Our  forests  must  be  maintained  as  a permazaent  asset.  They  must  be  maintains, 
not  only  to  insure  our  future  supplies  of  tirnber  bu.t  to  preserve  other  economic 
and  social  benefits  vital  to  national  v/elfare.  They  must  be  preserved  for  the 
protection  of  our  major  waters'neds,  for  their  services  in  the  maintenance  of  water 
supplies,  in  the  ]p-e'^ention  of  erosion,  and  in  holding  back  of  flood  v/aters. 

They  rau-st  be  preserved  as  the  homo  of  our  game  and  wildlife  resources,  and  for 
their  recreational  and  scenic  vpJues. 

Conservation  of  the  forests  in  many  comiounities  means  the  continuation  of 
local  industries.  A good  forest,  ma?iaged  as  a permanent  resource,  means  rej^qilar 
jobs.  Often  the  continued  life  and  progress  of  the  comiiiu.nity  is  dependent  \xpon 
the  maintenance  of  the  surrounding  forests. 

The  fundamental  principle  of  forest  conservation  is  the  management  of 
forest  land  for  continuou.s  production.  Timber  is  a crop  that  can  be  grovm  over 
and  over  again  on  the  sane  land..  Under  proper  management,  timber  ca3i  bo  harvested 
from  the  forest  v/ithoixt  destroying  the  capacity  of  the  l.and  to  grow  more  timber. 
With  proper  management,  we  can  also  use  our  forests  v7itliout  destroying  their  values 
for  watershed  protection,  for  safeguarding  wildlife,  or  for  rocrcation.  With 
carefully  planned,  forward-looking  management,  wc  can  use  them  continuously.  This 
is  v/hat  we  mean  when  we  say  conservation  is  wise  xxse. 
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And  the  extension  of  this  practical  conservation  — of  adequate,  carefully 
planned  systems  of  management  for  continuous  use-to-al.l  our  basic  forest  resources 
is  essential  to  individual  and  national  v/ell-heing.  Wider  recognition  of  this 
fact  is  a distinctive  feature  of  the  new  era  we  have  entered. 

Protection  of  our  forests  from  fire  and  other  destructive  agencies  of, 
of  course,  necessary  to  conservation.  But  the  immediate  situation  co-lls  for  even 
more.  It  calls  for  braiding  up  '/here  we  have  destroyed.  Lands  that  have  been 
laid  waste  must  be  brought  back  to  productivity.  Critical  watersheds  mast  be 
re%'egetated,  Portunately,  conservation,  so  long  neglected,  has  been  forcefully 
brought  to  the  aktention  of  the  people  v/hile  there  is  still  time  to  check  some  of 
the  ravages  of  ill-advised  use.  ”Je  mast  mal:e  the  most  of  our  op'oortr.nit ies  to 
turn  the  tide  toward  a wisely  planned  management  of  our  resources.  Experience  has 
taught  the  folly  of  waste,  and  time  has  brought  about  a better  understanding  of 
the  job  aheau  of  us.  Every  year  of  delay  costs  the  United  States  some  SOO.OOO  acres 
of  land  d.enuded  and  millions  more  depleted  to  a.  dangerous  degree. 

Conservation  has  a ]3opular  quality  rooted  in  the  wisdom  and  experience  of 
the  race.  There  is  something  of  the  "one  for  adl,"  and  "al.l  for  one"  in  the 
conservation  ideal  that  fits  in  with  our  form  of  popular  government.  The  public 
forest  policy  of  the  country  is  properly  aimed  at  the  goal  of  "the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number  in  the  long  run." 

With  wisely  planned  and  unified  management  of  our  resources,  we  can  look 
to  far-reaching  results.  We  can  look  to  increased  employment,  to  expanded 
parchasing  pov/er,  to  added  national  incom.e.  Through  a broadly  conceived  conserva- 
tion progran,  we  can  seek  to  settle  on  the  land  surolus  industrial  labor  and 
mxigratoip^  agricultural  labor;  to  intensify  and  stabilize  the  production  of 
agricu.ltural,  forage,  and  forestry  crops  on  appropriate  soils;  to  bring  about 
effective  utilization  of  water  resources  for  electric  nower,  irrigation  and 
navigation  to  prevent  soil  erosion  and  floods;  to  rehabilitate  and  modernize  rural 
centers;  to  promote  health,  pros'perity,  and  well-being. 

Our  govemnent  is  working  tov^ard  all  t'nese  objectives  on  many  fronts. 

But  what  is  being  done  now  in  large-scale  emergency  undertakings  must  be  solidified 
into  a continuous  and  coordinated  program.  Conservation  agencies  must  unite  in  a 
common  purpose, 

I look  forv/ard  to  seeing  in  everj"  locality  a progressive  and  intensive 
conservation  program  in  which  all  interests  v/ill  cooperate  in  working  out  effective 
localized  resource  management  — all  in  line  wuth  broad,  national  conservation 
ideals.  We  mast  have  unity  of  conception  as  well  as  unity  of  execution  in  our 
conservation  effort. 

And  in  the  last  analysis,  the  success  of  the  conservation  ideal  is 
dependent  upon  the  whole-hearted  cooperation  of  the  public,  ^e  can’t  get  very 
far  toward  giving  our  resources  full  protection  and  constru.ctive  management  unless 
every  one  of  us  plays  the  game, 

i/ihat  this  coiuitry  needs  is  120,000,000  conservationists. 
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